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“What do you want to be when you grow up” is the most common question that is asked to children in grade school. If you were to ask me this question in kindergarten, I would have told you I wanted to be a teacher. Though the answer to this question would change throughout the years, in the end, I discovered that my passion for enriching the minds of children outweighed the perks of any other potential career. After realizing this love in high school, I then spent the next three and a half years getting my elementary education degree in Indiana University Purdue University at Indianapolis’ (IUPUI’s) rigorous Urban Education program, along with a psychology minor through the School of Science. Throughout my time there, I was given many opportunities to be reflective about the educational experiences students are receiving and the pedagogical practices that are currently in place. I have seen that education provides students with learning opportunities not only academically, but emotionally and socially as well. To create the best educational experience, I aspire to have a safe classroom environment where students feel free to take risks, make mistakes, use their voice, and learn from each other. My students will not leave their race, culture, and ethnicity at the door, they will wear these things proudly across the threshold, knowing that what they bring with them is valuable to their learning.
Every student brings a different background, culture and skill set into the classroom. To make sure each of these unique perspectives are acknowledged, I will use a culturally relevant approach to teaching. The idea of Culturally Relevant Pedagogy (CRP) was created by Gloria Ladson-Billings’ and includes three pillars for teachers to use. One of these pillars is “cultural competence,” which explains the important practice of knowing a student and allowing them to make connections between educational content and their lives. In my college career, I had the opportunity to teach a small unit of math lessons featuring a nearby park my students frequently visited. It was awesome to see how much their engagement increased by using this familiar place! To find out what engaging connections can be made for my future students, I will be a community engaged educator- reaching out to parents, having conversations with my colleagues, and having questionnaires for my students. My commitment to CRP will be clear through the connections of educational content and students’ lives that are made in our classroom. 
		Along with CRP, diverse representation will also be a main feature in my classroom. Students will see themselves reflected through the books that we read in class and in our classroom library. My instruction will not be limited to the Eurocentric viewpoints that are so common in schools today, but will be broadened to include many different aspects. This will allow me to encourage my students to think critically about the material that is presented and discuss any misrepresentations or “-isms” (racism, etc..) that may arise. They will be taught about cultures different from their own and gain an appreciation for the variety of experiences, values, and beliefs that make us unique individuals. Because of the safe classroom environment I will have created, my students will feel secure in sharing their own opinions and stories about this ever-changing world they find themselves in.  	
		I desire to create a classroom environment where students feel safe and loved. Students will see mirrors into their own lives and windows into the lives of others. They will be encouraged to take risks, make connections between content and their own lives, and feel that their culture is a valuable asset in the classroom. I want my legacy to show that I had a passion for teaching and a love for each of my students, inspiring them to create a legacy of their own. I believe that throughout the year, I will learn as much from my students as they learned from me. I will encourage students to wear their cultures, values, and beliefs proudly, knowing it is a valuable asset to their learning. 
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